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MacWorld Expo/Canada 
Announces Special Promotion 

for Early Registrants 


MacWorld Expo/Canada, running for 
the first time in Canada from October 23 
to 25. 1990 at the Better Living Centre in 
Toronto, announced a special promotion 
for thousands of us eager users who want 
to coordinate our fall travel plans around 
the Expo. 

Since the show was announced in Jan¬ 
uary. inquiries have flooded the offices of 
Laurentian Technomedia Inc. the Canadi¬ 
an producers of the Expo. 

In response to the huge demand for 
information about MacWorld Expo/ 
Canada, a special “extra-early registra¬ 
tion promotion" (for Canadian users 
only) is being held. Users like us who 
register by June 30 1990. will save $10. 
when weregister for the exhibits only 
(SI5 preregistration; S25 at the door), or 
S15 for the conferences ($75 preregistra¬ 
tion; S90 at the door). Well also be eli¬ 
gible to win a number of fabulous hard¬ 
ware. software, training and other prizes. 

The Grand prize is a trip (airfare, 
accommodation, admission) to Mac¬ 
World Expo/Boston (being held from 
August 8 to 11. 1990) from anywhere in 
Canada. 


Other prizes have been donated by 
MacWorld Expo/Canada exhibitors (a 
few examples are - Interfax 24/96 from 
A baton Technology , a DYNATEK 45 
MB Removable Media Drive from Dyna- 
Tek Automation Systems , and Design Stu¬ 
dio from Letraset Canada). 


Total value of the prizes is in 
excess of $17,000. Winners will 
be announced after the June 30 
closing date. 

More information or registration 
forms are available through the 
Macworld Expo/Canada hotline 
(416) 742-9607. 


Next Meeting 


Monday, July 23,1990 

Sir Robert Borden High 
School 

131 Greenbank Road 
Nepean, Ontario 

7:00 PM 
PD Sales 
7:30-10 PM 

General Meeting 













Tidbits From Her® 


and Tta® 

Compute While You Sleep!! 

Simple Software has intro¬ 
duced Nightlife 1.2, an applica¬ 
tion that can launch and oper¬ 
ate other programs while the 
user is away from the comput¬ 
er. Nightlife, selling for $ 79.95 
(US), can open an application 
at a preset time and initiate 
macros made by applications 
or macro generations including 
Macromaker, QuicKeys, or 
Tempo II. 

The Talking Mailbox 

As rumoured in our April Up¬ 
date Microsoft Mail is now 
sporting a new talking enve¬ 
lope. Using a version of the fa¬ 
mous MacRecorder that the 
manufacturer (Farallon) strip¬ 
ped down for digitizing 
speech, MS Mail users can affix 
messages with spoken com¬ 
ments. Users can playback and 
change messages before send¬ 


ing them, and reply to or for¬ 
ward voice messages just like 
text meaasges. 

Claris Upgrades CAD 

The new Claris CAD pushes 
mind-machine symbiosis to the 
limit with it's Graphic Guide, a 
system that makes intelligent 
guesses about a user's next ac¬ 
tion, based on mouse speed, di¬ 
rection and position. Version 
2.0 of the 2-D package has 
about 100 new features and 
will list for $1,199 (CDN). Cur¬ 
rent Claris CAD owners can 
upgrade for $99. and Claris is 
offering MAcDraw II owners 
(and owners of third party 
CAD applications) a special 
purchase for $599 (CDN). 

Symantec Norton merge: 

Symantec Corp. announced 
that it would be merging with 
Peter Norton Computing, mak¬ 
ing it the largest supplier of 
disk utility software. 

continued on page 3 


Tifter Dark 
Contest 


Berkeley Systems, Inc. has an¬ 
nounced a major programming 
1 competition, inviting program- ‘ 
mers to submit original modules * 
* written for the screen saver. After 1 
1 dark. 1 

1 The top three prizes are a Su- 1 
I perMac 19" Trinitron Colour Dis- I 
I play mon-itor, a Maxcess 250T \ 
I tape backup, and a Nutmeg/ | 
I Xerox Full Page Display monitor. | 
I Winners may also receive an extra | 
I $1,000 (US - read real money) if | 
I Berkeley Systems uses their mod- j 
I ule in a future release of After j 
I Dark. j 

I Entries will be judged on orginali- j 
j ty and appearance in both black , 
. and white and colour. Entry 
forms are available from Berkley 
Systems, Inc., 1700 Shattuck Ave¬ 
nue, Berkeley, CA 94709 (415) 1 
540-5535. Entries must be submit¬ 
ted on disk to Berkeley Systems, 
Inc by midnight, August 1st, 1990. 

1___I 
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HyperBits 

HyperCard 2.0 on the way! 

Apple is scheduled to re¬ 
lease HyperCard 2.0 to gen¬ 
eral users in mid June. De¬ 
veloper's got a sneak peek 
at last months Developer's 
Conference. HyperCard fea¬ 
tures should include: simul¬ 
taneous access to multiple 


stacks, additional window 
types, floating pallettes, 
hooks for attaching win¬ 
dows to externals, multifont 
text editing, colour picture 
display and custom menus. 
Scripts will be able to rim in 
the background, and much 
quicker that in previous ver¬ 
sions. Debugging features, 
such as user-defined break 
points and variable watch¬ 
ing windows, have also 
been added. 


From Stacks to books! 

HyperCard developers 
will be able to move their 
Mac stacks to Windows by 
summer, with the help of a 
new utility announced -last 
week by Heizer Software. 
The program, Convertlt!, 
will turn stacks into books 
to be used with ToolBook, a 
Windows 3.0 software con¬ 
struction set 









continued from page 2 

Symantec will go ahead and re¬ 
lease Norton Utilities for the 
Mac despite the obvious com¬ 
petition it will supply to its 
popular SUM package. 

Radius enters Multimedia 

Radius, makers of external vid¬ 
eo screens for the complete 
Mac family, is going to enter 
into the multimedia market 
with the release of RadiusTV, a 
real-time video capture system 
for the Mac II line. 

RadiusTV is a combination 
of a NuBus Board and an exter¬ 
nal video router that will feed 
up to five video signals into the 
Mac. Unfortunately, the board 
is rumoured to only work with 
Radius' Color Display, a $6000 
19" monitor driven by a Radius 
graphics card that sells in vary¬ 
ing configurations for any¬ 
where from $2500 to $6000 (8 
to 24 bit). 

The Rumours continue... 

According to sources close to 
Apple Computer, the company 
will be releasing two new ma¬ 
chines this October (perhaps at 
the Toronto MacWorld?) and 
another in early 1991. 

A low end Mac will finally 
be introduced and will use the 
same 8-MHz 68000 processor 
and 9-inch screen as the Plus 
and SE. But it will use the new 
256k ROMs and include a Su- 
perDrive (capable of storing 
1.44 megs on a standard 3.5" 
floppy). The machine will not 
have SIMM slots, but will be 
upgradable to 4Megs only 


through an additioiial memory 
card. 

The other October due ma¬ 
chine will be based on a 
20MHz 68030 and will be in a 
case similar to that of the Ap¬ 
ple Ilgs. The machine, tentavily 
called the Ilsi, will have on 
board video and use the same 
512k ROMs and 64 pin SIMMs 
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All SIGs (Special Interest 
Groups) for July and Au¬ 
gust will take a well de¬ 
served rest. They will start 
up again in September. 

Check the BBS or the 
info line in August for 
the September start up 
dates. 



A new Trojan horse virus, 
named Steroid has recently 
been discovered. It is set to go 
off on July 1st, 1990, at which 
time it zeros your volume di¬ 
rectories (it is possible to recov¬ 
er files on hard disks with utili¬ 
ties such as SUM II). Before 
that time the Trojan remains 
dormant. 

This Trojan is shipped with a 
file name (Steroid) preceded by 
2 invisable characters along 
with a warning not to change 
the file name. These 2 invisa¬ 
ble characters are there to make 
it load before SAM (or other 
INITs). If you leave this file in 
your system folder, then you 
are in danger (especially if 
you have not renamed it). 
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Q&A 

What is POSTSCRIPT? 
Postscript is a dedicated page 
description language that de¬ 
scribes the look and the posi¬ 
tion of the text and graphics on 
a page. Not all laser printers 
use page description languag¬ 
es; some accept more flexible 
user input control or escape 
codes. While POSTCSRIPT 
was developed by Adobe Sys¬ 
tems specifically for controlling 
the LaserWriter printer engine, 
it is built into many other laser 
printers today. It requires a 
printer driver file to tell the 
Macintosh how to access the 
printer and a Laser Prep file, 
which contains the operating 
vocabulary. 

What is EPS? 

Encapsulated POSTSCRIPT 
(EPS) is a file format that car¬ 
ries both a description of an 
image in the POSTSCRIPT 
page description language and 
an optional bitmap equivlent 
for screen display. This format 
is used increasingly for image 
interchange on the Macintosh. 


You can enter the following vi¬ 
rus definition in SAM's Virus 
Clinic. 

Virus Name: Steroid Trojan 
Resourse Type: INIT 
Resourse ID: 148 
Resourse size: 1080 
Search String: ADE9 343C 
000A 4EFA FFF2 4A78 
(hexadecimal) 

String Offset: 96 

Virus Alert continues on page 4 
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Vims Alert ■= tin® hoifor 
cosaMmsesSl 

The MDEF virus was first dis¬ 
covered at Cornell University 
in May, 1990. It's also called 
the "Garfield" virus. 

MDEF infects both applica¬ 
tions and the System file but 
doesn't infect document files. 
The Finder and DA Handler 
also usually become infected. 
The System file is infected as 
soon as an infected application 
is run. Other applications be¬ 
come infected as soon as 
they're run on an infected sys¬ 
tem. 

For technical reasons, the 
MDEF virus only spreads on 
some kinds of Macs. It causes 
the Mac 128K and the 512K to 
crash. It spreads successfully 
on the 512KE, Plus, SE, SE/30, 
II, IIx, and Ilex. On the Mac Ilci 
and Ilfx, it spreads from infect¬ 
ed applications to uninfected 
system files, but it doesn't 
spread from infected systems 
to uninfected applications. It 
hasn't yet been tested on the 
Mac Portable. 

The MDEF virus has an un¬ 
fortunate reaction with Vac¬ 
cine. On Vaccine protected 
systems, if an infected applica¬ 
tion is run, Vaccine properly 
notifies the user of the attack, 
but it blocks only part of the at¬ 
tempt by the virus to infect the 
System file. The virus can't 
spread from the System file to 
applications in this situation. 
But the System file is damaged, 
and menus no longer work 
properly. When you press on a 
menu title in the menu bar, no 
menu pops down. Menus con 


tinue to work properly only in 
infected applications, they 
don't work properly in the 
Finder or in uninfected applica¬ 
tions. The anti virus program 
Disinfectant will properly de¬ 
tect and repair these kinds of 
damaged System files. 

GateKeeper is totally effec¬ 
tive against the MDEF virus. It 
successfully blocks the at¬ 
tempt by the virus to infect 
the System file. The System 
file is unchanged. Menus 
don't work properly in infected 
applications, but they do work 
properly in the Finder and in 
uninfected applications. This 
menu behavior is the exact op¬ 
posite of what happens on Vac¬ 
cine protected systems. 

Solutions 

All anti-viral INIT’s are effec¬ 
tive against spreading MDEF 
however certain INIT’s (such as 
Vaccine) will still allow the 
System MDEF ID=0 to be re¬ 
numbered to ID=5378. 

For SAM 2.0 users 
If you happen to rim across the 
Garfield virus with SAM 2.0, 
you can expect to see the fol¬ 
lowing. 

If you're running in ad¬ 
vanced level, or custom level 
with change/add code re¬ 
source checked on, SAM will 
alert you to Garfield's attempt 
to change/add MDEF resourc¬ 
es within applications and the 
System file when Garfield is 
trying to spread itself. Deny¬ 
ing these attempts with SAM 
keeps the infection from 
spreading. However, Garfield 
can modify the system file's 
menu definition procedure ID. 


Though the infection doesn't 
spread, the result may be odd 
menu behavior on some Macin¬ 
toshes. The symptom to look 
for is menus that don't pop- 
down when clicked on. The 
simplest solution to this is to 
replace the system file with a 
new copy. 

SAM Virus Clinic will also 
alert you to a checksum change 
to any infected files if you have 
turned on checksumming in 
the Virus Clinic scans. 

You can configure SAM 
(both Virus Clinic and Inter¬ 
cept) to find Garfield during 
scans and application launches 
with the new virus definition 
feature. Using the Add Virus 
Definition option in Virus Clin¬ 
ic, create a new definition with 
these fields: 

Virus Name: Garfield 
Resource Type: MDEF 
Resource ID: 0 
Resource Size: 314 
Search String: 
2F3C434F44454267A9A0 
(hexadecimal) 

String Offset: 42 
Add this definition to both Vi¬ 
rus Clinic and SAM Intercept. 
VirusDetective 4.x 
The VirusDetective 4.x search 
string to find this virus is: 
Resource MDEF & ID=0 & 
WData4546#58EA9AB#C3F#B 
6048; For finding Garfield 
MDEF 

Disinfectant 1.8 

Disinfectant 1.8 (the free Mac¬ 
intosh virus detection and re¬ 
pair utility available from the 
PD Library or the NCMC BBS) 
recognizes the new MDEF vi¬ 
rus and can repair damaged 
System files., 






